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how to choose your church

Years ago, when my wife and | moved to a new city for work, we immediately began searching for a church
family we could join. We had a young child and another one on the way at the time, so some of the
considerations for a new church were a robust children's program, welcoming and friendly people, and
preaching and teaching that were theologically aligned with our beliefs.

We found a church that was probably the most welcoming and friendly church that we have ever attended.
Members guided us to the children’s classes and then welcomed us to a Sunday school class that was
perfect. We attended for several Sundays and felt that the church was an excellent fit relationally.

Scott Stephens

Pastor of . Even though we had only attended for a few weeks, my wife had given birth to our second son, and the
Biblical Counseling Sunday School class was there in full force. They brought meals for a couple of weeks and offered to help in
many ways.

There were concerns, though. During most of the class teachings, there was very little discussion of the Bible. One Sunday, a member mentioned
that she had heard someone teach about the Holy Spirit. She explained some of the teachings, and others in the class were amazed. They had
never heard about the wonders of the Spirit; the information was new to them.

Another Sunday during the worship service, the associate pastor preached, and surprisingly, there was no reference to Scripture at all. | began to
think about previous sermons from the senior pastor and remembered that if any Scripture was used, it was minimal.

There are many factors we consider when seeking a church family. Finding a church with people we enjoy being with and who show love to us is

important. It is also important to find a church that provides a space for our children to form meaningful connections and learn about Jesus Christ.

Although important, these things are secondary to ensuring that the church we attend has the proper foundation upon which all of these things
can be built.

So, what is the foundation on which every good church should be built?

Specifically, three things lay the foundation for an effective gospel preaching church. Before you consider joining, ask the pastor these three
questions:

What are your beliefs about God?
At West End, we believe that God is eternally existent in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

God the Father: the first person of the Trinity in authority who sovereignly reigns over His universe, Father in truth to those who become children
of God through faith in Jesus Christ.

God the Son: Jesus, the only begotten Son of God, born of a virgin, wholly man and wholly God, died as a substitutionary sacrifice for the sins of
mankind, arose from the grave, defeating the power of sin and death.

God the Holy Spirit: co-equal with the Father and Son, present in the world today to make people aware of their need for Jesus Christ, living in
every Christian from the moment of salvation.

What are your beliefs about God's Word?

At West End, we believe the Holy Scriptures as originally given by God, divinely inspired, infallible, entirely trustworthy, and the supreme
authority in all matters of faith and conduct.

What are your beliefs about man and his problems?

At West End, we believe that God created man, both male and female, in His own image as the crowning work of His creation. In the beginning,
man was innocent of sin and was given freedom of choice by God. Tempted by Satan, man rebelled against God and fell from his sinless state,
bringing sin into the human race. Consequently, all mankind is sinful by inheritance and by choice. Therefore, mankind is under just
condemnation without defense or excuse, depraved and in need of a Savior.

All people need salvation. Itis a gift of God provided through Jesus Christ, who by His blood obtained eternal redemption for those who believe.
Salvation is granted to those who respond in repentance and faith to the conviction of sin by the Holy Spirit. When a person is saved, they are
born again (regenerated) by the Holy Spirit and become a new creation. There is always evidence of this change in the life of the believer (fruit).

There are many considerations when thinking about joining a church, and they are important to you and your family. Before committing to join a
fellowship with a church, it is essential to have frank discussions with the pastor about his beliefs. Asking the three questions can help ensure that
the proper foundation has been established in the church you are considering joining. If these three questions are not answered according to
what Scripture teaches, the church should not be considered for your family.
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In recent sermons we have been challenged to consider the things we tend
to put ahead of God's will, the things that, if we're being honest, matter
most to us. For me, most often, that is comfort and ease. So many months
ago, when encouraged to pray about going on a mission trip to the
Philippines, my prayer was something like, “God, | really don't want to go.
But | will if you want me to (and you make it clear).” Well, He made it clear
through my family, and so | went. And, of course, I'm so glad that | did.

missi
Philippi

To be fair, this trip was not a difficult one. We went to a place
that many in our group had been before to work with people
who exemplify Christian love and hospitality. One of my
biggest takeaways from this trip is God's reminder that He is at
WOI’% all over the world, and those He has called and redeemed
are united in a way that goes beyond distance and cultural
differences. These are our brothers and sisters in Christ,
ministering to the people around them in His name for His

glory.

Looking back, | can’t help but wonder why was | reluctant to
go. | will never know the rest and peace | crave by sitting home
and doing nothing. That'’s just being lazy, and it does not yield
anything of value. But while God may call us to far away places
or, perhaps, difficult circumstances, He also promises that in
Christ we will find rest for our souls, and that His yoke is easy
and His burden is light (Matthew 11:28-30). That's because
when we are in His will, doing the work that He has called us to,
then we are enabled by His unlimited power and strength,
rather than our own. Paul reminds us of this when he told the
Colossians, “Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone
mature in Christ. For this | toil, struggling with all his energy
that he powerfully works within me.” (Col. 1:28-29)

So | encourage you all to follow Christ wherever He leads,
abandoning the artificial comfort we have become accustomed
to, and resting in Him as He powerfully works within us for His
will and His glory.

Steven Hearndon Approximately 1000

¥ children were reached at 6
different Vacation Bible
Schools in the Masinloc
area. Our team helped
with VBS teams and some
' painting/construction at
Masinloc Christian
Academy. To see more

¢ pictures and videos of the
Philippines Trip, please
visit our website:
webcgreenville.org or
https://www.facebook.
com/WestEndBaptist.
Greenville
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Be equipped to offer biblical hope to
those carrying heavy burdens.

€ Comprehensive, Christ-centered
training. 90 hours of biblical counseling
instruction starting September 8th.

& Flexible learning options. Monday
night classes in Greenville, Greer,
Gaffney, and online.

@ ACBC Certified. Gain practical tools
to counsel with truth, compassion, and
confidence.

Contact us at
or register at upcountrybiblicalcounseling.org

Biblical Counseling Training — Starts This September

The Upcountry Biblical Counseling Training Center is offering a one-year, 90-hour program to equip
church leaders and everyday believers to offer Christ-centered, biblical help for life’s struggles.

When: Monday nights, September—-May
Where: Greenville, Greer, and Gaffney (in-person and online options)

Topics Include: Foundations of biblical counseling, marriage and family dynamics, specific life
struggles, medical concerns in counseling, and how to use Scripture in counseling.

Classes begin September 8.
Learn more and register at upcountrybiblicalcounseling.org.
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We're looking for a few good people!

We have many ministry opportunities at West End
Baptist Church. Everything from greeting to singing,
to teaching and praying, and much more! If you
have an interest in something you think we could be
involved in, drop us a line or give us a call. Pray
about how God could use you in West End Baptist
Church. We’re moving and growing, and hoping
you'll join us! Call our office at 864-232-7312 or
email inffo@webcgreenville.org for more
information.

Interested in learning more
about West End Baptist, or
becoming a member? We have
classes periodically through the
year for your convenience. Call
the office at 864.232.7312 or email
us at info@webcgreenville.org
for more information.

apologetics
PO the Bible pur»

In last month's article, we began looking at the Biblical basis for apologetics. 1
Peter 3:15-16 contains an exhortation by Peter for suffering Christians to be ready to provide
a "defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you". In Matthew
12:22-32, Jesus demonstrates the use of apologetic argument in responding to false claims
that the Pharisees were making about His ministry. Further insight into the nature and
practice of apologetics can be found by examining Paul's speech to the Areopagus in Acts 17.

Parks Edwards

Apologetics
Ministry Leader

InActs 17, Paul ends up in the Greek city of Athens. He is there waiting for Silas and Timothy to join him in further ministry. While
waiting, Paul observes the idolatry of the city. The text says "he was deeply distressed when he saw that the city was full of idols” (Acts 17:16).
Paul's next move was to engage people in rational discussion regarding spiritual things. Verse 17 records: “so he reasoned in the synagogue
with the Jews and with those who worshiped God, as well as in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there.” Importantly,
Paul did not see rational engagement with the Jews and Greeks in Athens as a hindrance to evangelism. On the contrary, he pursued it as part of
his normal custom of engaging others with the claims of Jesus.

Paul's initial conversations then led to more conversations. He was brought to a place called the Areopagus where he was given the
opportunity to further explain the message of the gospel. The Areopagus was a place in Athens where thinkers of the day would engage each
otherin the latest ideas. It was an intellectual center and provided a significant opportunity for Paul. The content of Paul's speech is instructive.
First, he begins by establishing a point of contact with his hearers. The point of contact is the “religiosity” of his audience - "I see that you are
extremely religious in every respect” (Acts 17:22). He points out they even have an altar built to “an unknown God" (Acts 17:23). Second, from
this starting point, Paul begins to fill in this concept of “an unknown God" with the true God. He points out the “unknown God" has made
Himself known. This occurs both in creation (God is responsible for all that exists) and in His sovereign rule (God has made people of all nations
to seek Him).

Third, Paul points out the fallacy of thinking that a divine being has the nature of a physical
object. He appeals to the fact that even Greek religion holds that human beings are, in some sense,
the "offspring of the divine" (Acts 17:28). Paul's point is that, if human nature cannot be accurately
described or contained in terms of a physical object (and human beings are the “offspring of the
divine"), then neither can the divine nature. Thus, the Greeks should see that physical idols cannot
be gods and therefore, constructing idols is not the way to seek and know the true God.

Fourth, Paul moves into an exhortation for his hearers to repent as the true God "has set a
day when he is going to judge the world in righteousness by the man he has appointed” (Acts
17:31). He focuses on Jesus' resurrection as proof that this is true - "he has provided proof of this to
everyone by raising him from the dead” (Acts 17:31). The response to Paul's message was mixed.
Some believed, some "ridiculed him,” and others wanted to hear more (Acts 17:32-34).

While we only have a summary of Paul's speech to the Areopagus in Acts 17, it provides
valuable insight into how we proclaim and defend the gospel. We should be rightly disturbed by
false religion knowing that people are being deceived. We should look for "points of contact” with
our non-Christian friends. We should seek to understand the basics of what they believe and discern
how the gospel addresses where they are at. We need to be aware of contradictory ideas and
assumptions that people hold about God and spiritual things. We need to communicate that
Christianity is a religion of history which hinges on the claim that Jesus rose bodily from the dead.
And we should not shy away from talking about the judgment to come and what Jesus has done to
provide forgiveness for those who trust in Him. This may sound like a lot to do, but be encouraged!
These things often happen organically as we take the time to have spiritual conversations with
family members, co-workers, and others in our lives.
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REASONED HOPE

RISTIANITY

Find out more on Parks’ podcast
Reasoned Hope
Thoughtful Christianity
https://reasonedhopepodcast.com
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